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UNCLAS LISBON 940 

EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: SENV, EFIS, PO 

SUBJ: OPORTO OIL TANKER DISASTER 

REF: (A) 311845Z JAN 75 SMITHSONIAN OBSERVATORY (NOTAL) 

(B ) LISBON 522 

1. EMBOFF CONTACTED DR HERCULANO VILELA, NATIONAL COORDINATOR FOR 
FISHERIES, CONCERNING REFERENCED DISASTER. FOLLOWING ARE ANSWERS TO 
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS POSED REFTEL CONCERNING DANISH TANKER 
"JAKOB MAERSK": 

(A) HUMAN CASUALTIES - 5 CREW MEMBERS MISSING AND PRESUMED DEAD, 

ONE DIED IN HOSPITAL FROM BURNS, 4 OTHERS SERIOUSLY INJURED WITH 
BRUNS. 

(B) INCIDENT DATE, TIME, LOCATION - BETWEEN 1300 AND 1400 HOURS, 

JAN 29, AS TANKER STRUCK SAND BANK WHILE ATTEMPTING ENTER LEIXOES 
(PORT FOR CITY OF OPORTO). 

(C) TANKER SIZE, REGISTRY, OWNERSHIP -48,252 GROSS TONS, 31,284 

NET; DANISH REGISTRY; PROPERTY OF COPENHAGEN SHIPOWNING FIRM A.P. 
MOLLER. 

CD) PORTS OF DEPARTURE, ARRIVAL - CRUDE OIL FROM PERSIAN GULF 
DESTINED FOR SACOR REFINERIES IN OPORTO AND LISBON. 

(E) TANKER CAPACITY - 88,000 TONS (IT WAS CARRYING 85,000 
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TONS AT TIME OF ACCIDENT). 

(F) CAUSE OF EXPLOSIONS - COLLISION ON SAND BANK WHILE MANEU- 
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VERING TO ENTER PORT, WITH SERIES OF EXPLOSIONS FOLLOWING. 

(G) OIL SPILLAGE - CARGO A TOTAL LOSS; MAJOR PORTION BURNED, 

BUT SOME OIL IN SUBMERGED TANKS IS GRADUALLY LEAKING OUT. 

(H) CLEAN-UP AND RESCUE TECHNIQUES - SURVIVING CREW MEMBERS 
PULLED FROM WATER BY PORTUGUESE TUGS ON SCENE; LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
ATTEMPTED PREVENT SPREAD OF POLLUTION TO COAST BY DISPERSING 
STRAW TO ABSORB OIL. 

(I) ORGANIZATIONS INVESTIGATING INCIDENT - RESPONSIBLE GOP 
AUTHORITY IS COORDINATING CABINET OF SECRETARIAT OF STATE FOR 
FISHERIES (MIN OF ECONOMY). 

2. DR VILELA SUPPLIED FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL DATA: 

(A) LOCAL AUTHORITIES' EFFORTS INVOLVED NO REPAT NO ATTEMPT 
COMBAT FLAMES, WHICH DIED NATURALLY NIGHT OF JAN 31-FEB 1. 

FAILURE TO ATTACK FIRE WAS DUE TO UNAVAILABILITY IN OPORTO AREA 
OF SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES (EXPENSIVE) DETERGENTS. ONLY PLACE 

IN PORTUGAL WHERE DETERGENTS PRESENT IN QUANTITY IS FARO, ON 
SOUTH COAST. 

(B) BECAUSE OF POTENTIALLY GRAVE THREAT DISASTER POSED TO 
LOCAL FISHERY INDUSTRY. MATTER HANDLED BY GOP AS FISHERIES 
MATTER. ON THIS BASIS GOP CONTACTED FAO IN ROME TO REQUEST 
HELP. FAO PROVIDED NAME OF SWEDISH EXPERT, ARNE JERNELOV OF 
SWEDISH LABORATORY ON AIR AND WATER POLLUTION, WHOM PORTUGUESE 
CONTACTED AND WHO ARRIVED LISBON WITH TWO OTHER SWEDISH EXPERTS 
FEB 2. EXPERTS TO SURVEY EXTENT OF MARINE BIOLOGICAL DAMAGE. 

(C) PRELIMINARY CONCLUSION OF PORTUGUESE FISHERY EXPERTS- 
SAMPLES OF FISH TAKEN FROM AFFECTED AREA ARE EDIBLE. 

(D) LAND CATASTROPHE AVOIDED BY GOOD LUCK. AS LAND BREEZE 
PREVAILED DURING COURSE OF CONFLAGRATION. SACOR REFINERY 
INSTALLATIONS ARE LOCATED NEAR SHORT DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF 
BURNING TANKER. 

(E) LOCAL INHABITANTS WERE WARNED AWAY FROM PORT AREA, BUT 
CURIOSITY SEEKERS FLOCKED IN NEVERTHELESS. SOME MILD CASES OF 
POISONING (FROM AIR POLLUTION) REPORTED. 

3. ARTICLES CURRENTLY APPEARING IN PRESS INDICATE EXTENSIVE 
BEACH POLLUTION ALONG 30 KMS OF COASTLINE HAS FOLLOWED IN 
DISASTER'S WAKE, WITH ADDITIONAL DAMAGE FEARED AS SUBMERGED HULK 
CONTINUES TO DISCHARGE OIL NEAR COAST. 
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4. PLEASE NOTE DR PEDRO GUERREIRO DO FRANCO. TROPICAL AQUATIC 
BIOLOGY CENTER. DIED THREE YEARS AGO. 

CARLUCCI 
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